SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

we shall teach these Ocean-men to respect ' World
China.' "

Never did Sun fail to seize the occasion of such
vapid boasting to extend the propaganda of re-
form, which every day, he was seeing more clearly
before him.

"Nonsense/' he would stoutly declare. "The
French have ships of iron, whereas we have noth-
ing but clumsy junks of wood. The French have
modern cannon with trained experts who know
how to direct them, while our guns are hardly
fit for firing a salute, and our soldiers who man
them nothing but a mob! How dare you say that
we are winning when it is impossible that we
should win even by the wholesale slaughter of
our population? How can you fight France when
you do not know where France is? You say
that we are winning the war, and yet we have not
the strength of ships and men to search out
France. Before we entered this war, should we
not have prepared for it and acquainted our-
selves with foreign ways so that we would have
fought France by the foreign method?

"We have numbers, but mere numbers are a
hindrance rather than a help in winning a war
like this. And even admitting that we have
driven off the French ships, this is not a victory,
for victory means control. If we were really vie-
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